CONSCIENCE   AGAINST   VIOLENCE

Castellio devoted himself to writing the most important
indictment of the century, the accusation of Jehan Calvin
for a murder in the name of religion, committed on
Miguel Servetus at Champel. This public accusation,
Contra libellum Calvini, although primarily directed
against an individual, proved, through its moral energy,
one of the most splendid polemics ever penned against
attempts to overpower the word by the law, opinion by
dogma, and eternally free conscience by eternally con-
temptible force.

For years and years Castellio had been acquainted
with his adversary, and had grown familiar with his
methods. He knew that Calvin would transmogrify
every attack upon his person into an attack against doc-
trine, true religion, and even into an attack on God.
Castellio, therefore, made it clear from the outset that in
Contra libellum Calvini, he was neither accepting nor
condemning the theses of Miguel Servetus, and was not
proposing to pass any sort of judgment upon religious or
exegetic problems, but was only bringing against the
man, Jehan Calvin, a charge of murder. Being deter-
mined that no sophistical distortion should divert him
from his purpose, in the lapidary style of an accomplished
lawyer, he expounded the cause he was advocating.
"Jehan Calvin enjoys great authority to-day, and I could
wish that he enjoyed even more did I know him to be of a
gentler disposition. But his last important public action
was a bloody execution followed by threats levelled at a
number of pious persons. That is why I, who detest the
shedding of blood (should not all the world do this?),
have undertaken, with God's help, to disclose Calvin's
purposes to the world, or at least to bring back into the
right path some of those whom he has led astray.

"On October 27, 1553, the Spaniard, Miguel Servetus,
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